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OPINIONS REGARDING NATIONAL JOURNAL

A GREAT DEM AND AND NEED FOR 
A JOURNAL.

By J. P. Buckley, Ph. G.,D. D. S., Chicago.
Dear Doctor K ing:—W hen I received 

the first Bulletin th a t was issued by the 
National Dental Association and after 
reading its contents, I unconsciously had 
a  feeling akin to pride th a t I had the 
honor of membership in this g reat Asso
ciation. The Bulletin did credit to all 
who had anything to do with its  appear
ance; and it m ust have fulfilled a t least 
one of its functions in th a t it made the 
new members feel th a t they were 
getting som ething for the ir money, and 
that membership in the National was 
worth while, even though they never 
expected to attend many of its meetings. 
I have personally talked w ith many of 
these new members in different parts 
of the country, and they a re  all pleased 
with the Bulletin and are looking for
ward to the tim e when the Journal of 
the Association will be published.

The first issue of the Journal of the 
National Dental Association should be 
such, in appearance and character, as 
to a t once fu rther the in terest of the 
Association. There are several good 
journals published today by different 
dental supply houses, and our literature 
on the whole reflects credit on our pro
fession. But there is a  g reat demand 
and need for a journal such as the 
National contem plates publishing in the 
near future. The general plan of this 
journal m ust be determined afte r due 
deliberation. The Journal Committee is 
working faithfully along th is line, and 
no doubt a practical plan will soon be 
submitted for approval or modification.

One of the g rea test problems, in my 
opinion, to be solved in connection with

the publication of the Journal is to de
cide on the man, or perhaps it  may be 
group of men, to be the editor or 
editors. Let us make no m istake with 
our journal. It behooves every man who 
is interested in the success of the re 
organized National to give some study 
and thought to the character and plan of 
our Journal.

T H E  JO URNAL OF T H E  N. D. A.; ITS  
AIMS.

By Julio Endelman, D. D. S., San Fran
cisco, Cal., Editor of the Pacific 

Dental Gazette.
The National Dental Association as re 

organized, a t  the 1913 meeting, m arks the 
beginning of a new era in professional 
advancement. N either the segregation 
of dentistry  from the m other profession, 
nor the founding of the  first dental 
school in Baltimore, nor again the ap
pearance of the first dental periodical 
m arked an epoch of greater im port than 
the successful culmination of the wisely 
directed efforts in behalf of an organ
ization truly representative in nam e and 
character. T hat such an organization 
should have a literary  mouth-piece of 
its own, clothed with the prestige and 
scientfic attainm ents of its component 
units, no one could reasonably 
gainsay. I t is in the course of profes
sional evolution the second logical step 
and the sine qua non in the  struggle 
toward the goal of practical idealism.

The official organ of the National 
Dental Association should therefore be 
so conceived as to stand in the light of 
an am bassadorial agent of the profes
sional democracy it represents. As such 
its policies, literary  contents, and gen
eral make-up should reflect the character,
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scientific attainm ents and resources of 
the dental profession of the United 
States.

It would therefore follow th a t such a 
publication, from its b irth  and through 
the critical period of early growth up 
to and including th a t of m aturity, should 
be under the guidance of a force or 
forces characteristic of the requisites 
which in the course of time and events 
would make for ju st such results and no 
other

Ex necessitate rei, the editor should 
be possessed of a mind in which lurks 
neither prejudice nor preconceived no
tions. He should be, as measured by 
standards of scientific and literary  a t
tainm ents, nothing short of a  scholar in 
the concrete sense of the term. He 
should be able to distinguish the passing 
from the perm anent in dental and med
ical changes and innovations; he should 
have no revenue-bearing professional 
connections other than the literary  and 
scientific m anagem ent of the publica
tion.

A dental magazine which would see 
the light of day under these auspices 
could not fail to embody the main char
acter which the Journal of the National 
Dental Association should typify; nam e
ly, progressiveness, accuracy and schol
arship.

N A TIO N A L DEN TA L JOURNAL; AN  
O FFIC IA L  ORGAN A NECESSITY.

By H. F. Hoffman, D. D. S., Denver, Col.
The effect which the Journal of the 

National Dental Association will have 
upon dental literature in general and 
dental journalism  in particular is a  m at
te r worthy of consideration a t this time.

T hat the success of the reorganized 
National Dental Association probably de
pends upon the establishm ent of a Na
tional Dental Association Journal, more 
than upon any other one thing, and upon 
the publication of th a t Journal w ithout

any unnecessary delay, does not imply 
criticism of, or dissatisfaction with, the 
present high class dental journals, but 
is the fulfillment of the need of an offi
cial organ. An official organ is a recog
nized necessity to an organization hav
ing such pretensions as the National 
Dental Association, and to tha t end the 
dental journals have labored quite as 
arduously as the profession, realizing 
th a t the National Association Journal 
will not only broaden the profession and 
conserve its interests, but will thereby 
benefit the existing dental journals.

The greatly increased membership in 
the National Dental Association and in 
the local societies, and the correspond
ing stim ulation in professional aotivi’ies, 
from which dental literature will receive 
a great impetus, will open a new and 
broader field for dental journalism  than 
hitherto  presented.

The responsibility of protecting and 
furthering the interests of the profes
sion, which responsibility has been so 
cheerfully assumed and faithfully car
ried out by the present dental journals, 
will be chiefly delegated to the Journal 
of the National Dental Association, leav
ing the other journals free to work along 
the ir individual professional lines, to 
specialize, so to speak, as they might 
not successfully do without a large and 
really national dental organization hav
ing its own journal.

It is a pleasure to see in this a bright 
future alike for the dental journals, the 
National Dental Association Journal and 
the profession as a  whole.

A GREAT ORGANIZATION NEEDS AN 
O FFIC IA L ORGAN.

By Jos. D. Eby, D. D. D., Atlanta, Ga.
I have no basis of an article on which 

to ground my thoughts, but there is just 
one fact th a t stands oif preeminently be
fore us, which, to my mind, is absolutely 
in favor of the National Dental Journal, 
and should be the means of inaugurating
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it on a  self-sustained basis, and there is 
no doubt but tha t the best possible cur
ren t articles can be produced in a maga
zine of this character which other maga
zines could not bring forth, because the 
difference between a subscriber to an or
dinary magazine in his in terest to sup
port such a magazine, will not be the 
same as that of an individual who knows 
th a t he is a member of the constituent 
body, and would be thus interested in 
giving an official magazine his support 
in any way possible, therefore I say I 
believe an Official Organ will be produc
tive of a g reat many fine papers which 
would otherwise not be written.

The chief point, which I mention above, 
is the fact th a t practically every National 
Organization and all other organizations 
containing a great num ber of men in 
their memberships, have the ir official 
magazines; for illustration we will take 
the wonderful magazine produced by the 
National Geographic Society of W ashing
ton, D. C. This magazine is absolutely 
self-supported, and the expense to which 
it is put to procure its wonderful photo- 
praphs and articles is necessarily much 
greater than the expenses attendant the 
National Dental Journal.

The best medical magazine is the 
Official Organ of the American Medical 
Society. Magazines printed by Commer
cial Organizations are all self-supported 
and their articles contain wonderful ben
efits for their support, which certainly 
could not be had in any other magazine.

In the U. S. Army there is the Infan
try  Journal, a very fine self-supporting 
monthly periodical, the Cavalry, Artillery 
and the Navy, all self-supporting maga
zines, all of which goes to show tha t to 
inaugurate a successful Official Organ 
as the National Dental Journal would be, 
has already been assured, and th a t the 
benefits to be accrued are of such an 
essential nature, and because of the fact 
th a t our new organization has just been 
launched, the fact appears to my mind 
th a t we will be making a great mistake

if we do not support the publication 
committee in organizing th is magazine, 
a fte r  which every member of the Na
tional Dental Association should feel 
sufficient personal in terest to be able to 
transm it to it and through it such ideas 
which he has found to be practical, and 
which should be beneficial to the read
ers, which he would not otherwise 
divulge.

A JOURNAL FREE FROM “TRAD E” 
CONDITIONS.

By F rank  L. P latt, D. D. S., San F ran
cisco, Cal.

The fact th a t practically all the dental 
journals now published are either owned 
or controlled by persons or firms manu
facturing or selling dental supplies, is in 
itself a sufficient reason for the publica
tion of a journal by the National Dental 
Association. No journal controlled by 
those interested in the m anufacture or 
sale of dental goods can be wholly inde
pendent; it cannot publish freely or 
frankly many things of vital in terest to 
the dental profession for fear of giving 
offense to some of those who purchase 
the goods its owner has for sale; it 
cannot boldly advocate certain  reforms 
which if accomplished might injure the 
“business” methods of some of its cus
tom ers; it is in short more or less 
handicapped by “trade” conditions.

This does not imply th a t we do not 
have many excellent journals, as well 
edited as they can be under existing 
conditions, but it does indicate th a t a 
National Journal, free from such re
straints, may possibly prove to be of 
peculiar value to the dental profession.

A National Journal with a high stand
ard of literary  and scientific excellence, 
a  journal whose pages may be looked 
upon as expressing the last word in 
dental science, discovery, legislation and 
literature; u journal free from all re
strain ts excepting those naturally  gov-
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em ing any right-minded publication is 
needed today.

Under its reorganization the National 
Association, with its large membership 
and wide influence, may, by means of 
its journal, excite lan in te rest in and 
ably advocate those things which stand 
for everything good in dentistry, and 
combat intelligently the evils and abuses 
from which the profession is by no 
means free.

T H E  IM PORTANCE AND C H IE F  PROB
LEM OF T H E  UN DERTAK IN G .

By Charles S. Butler, D. D. S., Buffalo, 
N. Y.

The founding of a journal is by far 
the most im portant undertaking the 
National Dental Association has ever 
entered upon. The chief problem of the 
undertaking is not financial, but admin
istrative, and great care therefore must 
be exercised a t the very outset to so 
establish it as to prevent its ever falling 
under the control of any group of men 
to be used for personal exploitation and 
financial gain.

The character of the Journal must 
reflect the status of the profession at 
its very best to the end th a t it may 
advance dental progress and command 
the respect of men of the highest stand
ing of the world over.

The selection of an editor is doubtless 
the m ost difficult as it is the most im
portant m atter before the Association. 
He should be a man of superior intel
lectual equipment, of the highest moral 
and ethical standing, of keen discern
ment of the value of m aterial for publi
cation and with nothing of the contro
versial temperam ent, and in all other 
respects the equal of the very best' 
editors the profession has thus fa r pro
duced. Such a man I fear is not in 
sight a t the present moment.

The quality of the literary  m aterial 
printed in the Journal is also most im
portant. Dental society proceedings for

the g rea ter part are not of a very high 
order. Original research and scientific 
investigations m ust be secured. Europe 
as well as America m ust be scanned for 
them and obtained, for without them 
the Journal will fail to take any very 
high position or occupy any very useful 
field. Its mechanical make-up is also 
im portant, and in  an artistic  sense m ust 
be the equal if not the superior of any 
now published, if i t  is to make for itself 
a worthy place and command the respect 
of the whole profession.

SECURING P L E N T Y  OF M A TER IA L  
AND AN ABLE EDITOR.

By Marcus L. Ward, D. D. S., Detroit, 
Mich.

It is w ith great pleasure th a t I review 
briefly the references made in the Novem
ber Bulletin of the Association to the mat
te r  of a journal by the president of the 
Association and the  chairm an of the 
Journal committee, not th a t I have a 
g reat am ount to add a t  this time, but 
more especially to express my pleasure 
a t seeing the harvest ripening from the 
seed sown a t Minneapolis some years 
ago.

The P resident says th a t “It is con
fidently expected th a t a National Dental 
Journal will be published a t an early 
date, and th is will go to our entire 
membership, and our proceedings will 
then reach the members in the Journal.” 
From this it might seem th a t the pro
ceedings of the Association was one of 
the most if not the m ost im portant part 
of the m atter to go into the Journal. 
The chairm an of the Journal committee 
says th a t “There are two things th a t are 
likely to  prove most perplexing; viz., 
the choosing of an editor, and the secur
ing of a really able business manager.” 
In the same article he says th a t “They 
are looking for a man of unusual ta lent.” 
This certainly is assuring to feel th a t 
the ablest m an available is to be the 
editor, and it is to be hoped that, should
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the Journal com m ittee fall in  securing 
the man they want, they will avail them 
selves of the influence of others to per
suade him to accept, and to so protect 
the position from uncertainty in tenure 
of office th a t men now occupying high 
positions will not be compelled to decline 
to consider the offer. But, granting tha t 
a very capable m an is secured, will the 
proceedings of the Association furnish 
him with an abundance of m aterial with 
which to m ake a  journal th a t will com
pare favorably w ith those in allied 
sciences? It not, from w hat source is 
he to obtain the rem ainder? In Mich
igan we have the feeling th a t it will 
not be enough nor any where near to  it. 
Certainly those of our members who are 
now subscribers to the Journal of the 
American Medical and American Chem
ical Associations would by comparison 
regard such a  journal as a very feeble 
effort to produce a National Journal.

All through our reorganization work 
we have held out the  inducement th a t 
a National Journal th a t was the equal, 
in its field, of other National Journals 
would eventually take the place of the 
Dental Summary, which we now supply 
as our official organ. We have kept 
in mind, when m aking contracts with 
the publishers of the Dental Summary, 
th a t it m ight become necessary for us 
to give our papers to the Journal of 
the National Dental Association for the 
first few years, a t least to make it the 
journal th a t it should in our opinion be.

We have never issued a bulletin as 
some societies have, but have had free 
access to the pages of our official 
organ, The Dental Summary, and have, 
I believe, reached our members as 
effectually as those who have issued 
the bulletin. If there other sta tes tha t 
are situated as we are it would seem a t 
this tim e th a t the National Dental 
Journal m ust not only have as its editor 
a man of unusual ability, but m ust have 
some pledged support in order th a t the 
editor have plenty of m aterial from

which to select th a t which would make 
a journal th a t would satisfy our mem
bers. If all states were to subm it their 
papers, given a t  annual meetings only, 
and allow the editor of the National 
Dental Journal to select the desirable 
ones, i t  would undoubtedly furnish too 
much m aterial and oftentim es no t the 
right kind. The question again arises 
from w hat sources will the journal of 
the National Dental Association obtain 
its m aterial? And, w hat is the Journal 
of the National Dental Association to be?

CENSORSHIP OVER A LL  PAPERS  
AND AD VE R TIS E M E N TS.

By C. E. Post, D. D. S., San Francisco, 
Calif.

The National Dental Journal should ex
press the opinions and practices of the 
profession: these to be obtained from 
papers and discussions given a t  (.he 
meetings of the component societies.

As an incentive for the m embers to 
present papers to the ir local or sta te  so
cieties, le t it be understood th a t the  pa
pers read a t any m eeting will be sen t to  
the National Dental Journal, provided 
the m ajority of those hearing them  vote 
them  worthy to be published in the Jour
nal; such papers to be subm itted to  the 
proper committee in the National Society 
who will pass on them, and if approved 
they will be published.

There should be a number of these 
com mittees composed of men who are 
qualified to judge of the subject referred 
to them ; such committee should com
m ent on the procedures advocated so 
there would be no doubt in a reader’s 
mind as to the advisability of following 
methods advocated.

If such a plan were followed the arti
cles published could be considered au
thentic and any one wishing to try  the 
ideas of the w riters could feel they would 
be following safe and sane methods tha t 
were endorsed by men with knowledge 
on such m atters.
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My idea is tha t in the National Dental 
Journal we w ant to have a publication 
we can look to as an authority, th a t ev
erything in the Journal shall have passed 
the inspection of those com petent to 
judge of the soundness of the methods 
or procedures published in it.

The advertisem ents too should be cen
sored. Publish no advertisem ents of 
amalgams, solders, cement, tooth pastes, 
powders, washes or remedies for trea t
ing putrescent canals, pyorrhea, etc., 
w ithout eiiher the formula appearing 
with it, or the formula should be submit
ted to a committee composed of members 
of the National who are known to be 
com petent to judge as to the value of the 
article subm itted to them, and if this 
committee approves let it be so stated, 
also the names of those composing the 
committee.

Too many are using remedies and ma
terials which they know nothing of the 
contents and simply take the advertisers 
word th a t the article will do all th a t is 
claimed for it.

It is along such lines as these th a t we 
can have a Journal all can be proud of 
and also th a t will be different from many 
others: thus making it a valuable addi
tion to dental literature.

AN IN D E P E N D E N T  M O UTHPIECE.

By B. D. Brabson, D. D. S., Knoxville, 
Tenn.

To the N ational Dental Journal.
Good-morning, my friend! I greet you 

and bid you a most cordial welcome to 
our hearts  and homes. We have been 
watching and waiting for this good time, 
when we could felicitate ourselves on 
the advent of an independent mouth
piece, and as the omen of a better, 
greater and nobler future for our be
loved profession, we salute you as a 
friend to  humanity. We feel a real and 
genuine pride in the fact th a t we can 
now boast of a journal of our own. We 
will be recognized and accorded a more

influential position among the kindred 
professions by virtue of this progressive 
step.

W hile we can with pardonable pride 
point to a  record of usefulness unsur
passed in the world’s work, we feel tha t 
an independent journal is a  stepping 
stone to higher things. I t SHOULD be, 
it MUST be our earnest endeavor to 
nourish it and cherish it w ith all the 
love and attention tha t is shown a child 
by its parents. “Take i t  up tenderly, 
handle it with care,” and may it soon 
grow to be an indispensable adjunct to 
our dental literature, filled with well 
digested thoughts on scientific subjects, 
descriptions of beautiful operations a n j 
interesting  results of research  work.

We have m aterial in our profession 
second to none and capable of doing 
wonderful things in the realm  of the 
healing art. Our Journal will m eet a 
demand of long standing, and is the 
culmination of years of patient planning. 
We cannot be true to ourselves unless 
we render loyal support to the official 
organ of our profession. It is  expected 
of us th a t we maintain a first class 
journal, in which we may record our 
progress, and I for one have no hesitancy 
in predicting a bright future for our first 
born, and hope it will find a  place in 
every well regulated office.

T IM E  TO BEGIN PUBLICATIO N.

By Otto U. King, D. D. S., General Sec
retary, Huntington, Ind.

I think the members of the National 
Association are practically unanimous in 
their opinion on two points relative to 
the publication of a Journal; first, th a t it 
should be a Journal of the first rank; 
second, th a t the publication should be
gin a t the earliest possible time.

I will confine my rem arks in this 
brief statem ent to the second point. 
I t was the general understanding when 
the reorganization plan was adopted that 
the dues of the National were placed at
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$1.00, in order to secure the full mem
bership of all sta te  societies in the Na
tional; and that, as soon as the reorgani
zation was well established, the dues of 
the National would be increased to $2.00, 
and the publication of a Journal under
taken. It seems to me, therefore, tha t 
the tim e when the publication of the 
Journal should be begun m ust be deter
mined by the development of the reor
ganization work in the various states.

Conditions in the different sta tes vary 
widely. Several are already in the posi
tion where they could easily arrange to 
rem it the additional dollar dues for the 
Journal. O thers have had all they could 
possibly do to collect the one dollar for 
membership for 1914, and several have

given this question no consideration at 
all. A few of the larger sta tes will not 
vote on the question of affiliation until 
after the 1914 meeting of the National.

It is therefore desirable th a t all state 
society officers should make a careful 
study of the conditions in their respec
tive states and that the delegates should 
come to the meeting of the National pre
pared to report on this question. It 
should be determined for each state 
when it  will be possible for them  to in
crease the National dues to $2.00 per 
member without causing serious loss in 
membership. I t seems to me th a t such 
a report m ust be made the basis, in point 
of time, for the establishm ent of the 
journal.

A ^Iptiton from ©ur Jfftrat Utre-Prmiient

“Ours is a heritage from men who have taken the broad 
view of life, who have opened their souls to the influence of high
er things, who have lived with the idea th a t there was something 
more to life than the mere daily satisfying of our fleshly desires 
and the gratification of selfish ambitions. We may profit by 
them because they have shown us the way we may possess our
selves in peace, according to the m easure of our souls, and work 
for the  good of man and be sure of our reward nor fear for our 
status or for our position; for we are secure in the path which 
faces the East, the source of knowledge and of light. Such men 
are not driven slaves of unhallowed ambition, they strive not for 
the bauble of vanity, they find not the followness of avarice nor 
stir the ashes of regret.”—Charles Channing Allen.




